Muddy Church : 17*" May 2026: Wildlife Area, Church yard

Our monthly Messy Church in the church hall, transformed into Muddy church in
our beautiful and ancient church yard, this month.

A scavenger
hunt on the way
to our wildlife
Area, was
followed by
inspecting under
our reptile
refuges (mats),
where juvenile
Slowworms
delighted us
with their
beauty. Some
artwork ensued.

A large cross was created from branches tidied from the area, around which we
gathered to start with a prayer, said in six parts with different voices, and later
enjoyed a story incorporating Sir David Attenborough’s life and Jesus’ Parable of the
Mustard Seed, as well as a sighed song accompanied by Emily on the recorder.

We found juvenile Slowworms under a couple of our reptile refuge mats, and had

fun with aquarelle pencils and metallic paints to capture some of their beauty.

Then we got down to the real focus, to plant out seedlings sown back in
Creationtide (in September ’25 All Age Worship)- we transferred a couple of dozen



Nigella seedlings and Verbena plants into the ground previously cleared of lvy and
composted (from the church yard compost heap, naturally), and watered them

after a blessing.

There were a number of creative activities, such as bee drinker, bee weaving,
Cheerios bird feeders and toad abode making, as well as construction of upcycled
tin bug hotels filled with natural materials, to take home.

We finished with a hymn, “If | were a butterfly”, and refreshments, and hope that all
our visitors, which we were so delighted to welcome, enjoyed themselves as much
as the volunteers.

Seedlings Blessing

Sustaining God, thank you for seeds, flowers, insects and water.

As we water these seedlings we have planted in our Wildlife Area, let’s us think
about water:

Thank you for the way it cools the earth and hydrates the land.
Thank you for the smell of the earth after the rain has fallen.

We ask that the rain come as often as it is needed, so that crops, gardens and our
churchyard may flourish.

Please bless these seedlings and flowers so that they may grow strong for our bees,
butterflies and all our pollinating insects.



Please bless all our efforts to look after this wonderful world.

Amen.

Canticle, Sir Francis of Assisi: prayer in the round (parts)

1.Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures;
especially Brother Sun, who is the day, and through whom You give us light.

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour, and bears
a likeness to You, Most High One.

2.Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars; in heaven
You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.

3.Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, and through
the air, cloudy and serene,

and every kind of weather through which You give sustenance to Your creatures.

4.Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, which is very useful
and humble and precious and chaste.

5.Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through whom
You light the night; and he is beautiful and playful and robust
and strong.

6. Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth, who
sustains us and governs us and who produces varied fruits with
coloured flowers and herbs.

Amen.

Final prayer:

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; for
the richness of hills, fields and

rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers, bees,

butterflies and slowworms.

We praise you for these good gifts and pray that we may care for them for the
future.

May we continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to
the honour and glory of your Name, now and for ever.

Amen.



Thanks so much, everyone involved, for making it a memorable, and hopefully,
meaningful, Messy Church event!

One day, it may be marvellous to have an area like this, with increased species of
butterfly and moth food plants and more flowers favourites of pollinators:

A quick snap of a verge in Tonbridge! Thank the Lord for NO MOW MAY!!!

The Messy Church Team



